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CHAPTER 

An act to add Section 8920 to the Family Code, relating to
adoption.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 169, Karnette. Intercountry adoptions.
Existing law specifies the procedure for intercountry adoptions

that will be finalized in this state.
This bill would add a new provision that would authorize a child

who was adopted as part of a sibling group and who has been
separated from his or her sibling or siblings through readoption by
a resident of this state to petition the court to enforce any
agreement for visitation to which the separate adoptive families of
the siblings subscribed prior to the child’s readoption, as defined,
or to order visitation if no such agreement exists. The bill would
authorize a court to order that the agreement be enforced or grant
visitation upon a finding that visitation is in the best interest of the
child, as specified.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 8920 is added to the Family Code, to
read:

8920. (a) A child who was adopted as part of a sibling group
and who has been separated from his or her sibling or siblings
through readoption by a resident of this state may petition the court
to enforce any agreement for visitation to which the separate
adoptive families of the siblings subscribed prior to the child’s
readoption or to order visitation if no such agreement exists. The
court may order that the agreement be enforced or grant visitation
rights upon a finding that visitation is in the best interest of the
child.

(b) In making a finding that enforcement of an existing
agreement or the granting of visitation rights is in the best interest
of the child under subdivision (a), the court shall take into
consideration the nature and extent of the child’s sibling
relationship, including, but not limited to, whether the child was
raised with a sibling in the same home, whether the child shares
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significant common experiences or has close and strong bonds
with a sibling, and whether ongoing contact with a sibling is in the
child’s best interest, including the child’s long-term interest.

(c) As used in this section, ‘‘sibling’’ means full-siblings or
half-siblings.

(d) As used in this section, ‘‘readoption’’ means the process by
which a child who belongs to a foreign-born sibling group that was
adopted together through an intercountry adoption is subsequently
adopted by a different set of adoptive parents who are residents of
the state.
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